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Agenda

• What is Digital Philately?

• Easy to Access – YouTube

• Online Resources

• Worldwide Online Community – Twitter 

• Smartphone App – Stamp Identifier

• Extreme Philately

• Conclusion – Bringing Together Traditional and Digital Philately
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What is Digital Philately

• Digital Philately is the virtual experience of philately, including but not 
limited to, online discussion, exhibiting, live streaming conversations,  
presentations, videos, and extreme philately.

• Why does this matter?

• Digital Philately is the domain of many younger and non-traditional 
collectors.  By understanding the tools of Digital Philately traditional
and non-traditional philatelists can learn and grow together. 
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Easy to Access – YouTube

• YouTube is a free video sharing website that makes it easy to watch 
online videos.  

• Address:  https://www.youtube.com/

• Why YouTube? 
• It is the easiest way to engage in digital philately

• It is a chance to see how many young philatelists are engaging in the hobby
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https://www.youtube.com/


How to Use YouTube
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1. Type a search term in the search box 2. Click on the magnifying glass 3. Click the link of the 
video you want to watch



YouTube Recommendations
• Exploring Stamps – short, creative and engaging videos about stamps 

• StampCat Stamps – fun philatelic videos by a newcomer to the hobby

• Mallard Stamps – videos by a new collector on his journey to learn 
more about the hobby 

• Conversations with Philatelists – weekly interviews with collectors, 
philatelic writers, and/or dealers

• Ted Talks Stamps – short informative videos on a wide array of topics

• See a YouTuber that you like – create a YouTube account and set up 
subscription for notification of new videos
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Online Resources – Major Societies

• There are many philatelic resources available online.

• American Philatelic Society (APS) https://stamps.org/

• American Topical Association (ATA) https://americantopical.org/

• Both websites feature free content for non-members

• Collectors Club of New York – https://www.collectorsclub.org/
- weekly online presentations 

Digital Philately - Springfied Stamp Club 7

https://stamps.org/
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Online Resources – Specialized Interests

• Exporta Cover Network -
https://stampauctionnetwork.com/exportatop.cfm

• Site includes pictures of all stamps, cover inventory, and rate tables
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Online Resources – Specialized Interests

• Great Britain Machins

• https://adminware.ca/machin.htm

• Site features information about every Machin denomination, a 
Machin collecting guide, and free and for fee Machin stamp albums
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Online Resources – Specialized Interests

• Great Britain Philatelic Society

• https://www.gbps.org.uk/

• The website for collectors of Great Britain, features free access to 
extensive rate tables
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Online Resources – Digital Philatelist
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An Extensive and organized listing of philately on the web – a good place to start looking
https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/

Example of clicking on “Themes”

https://thedigitalphilatelist.com/


Twitter 

• Twitter is a microblogging and social networking service on which 
users post and interact with messages known as "tweets". Registered 
users can post, like, and retweet tweets, but unregistered users can 
only read those that are publicly available

• Each Tweet is limited to 280 characters

• Pictures can be added from your phone

• You can search for content

• You will get a daily feed of anyone you follow – just scroll through
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Twitter – Create an Account

• To create account:

• Twitter website https://twitter.com/?lang=en

• Or App Store on your smart phone and type in Twitter
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1. You need an email account
2. Pick your type of smart phone

Helpful hint – ask your 
children or grandchildren to 
help you set up account

https://twitter.com/?lang=en


Twitter – What Does An Account Look Like?
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Username

Your Handle – this is 
your Twitter address –
for Springfield Stamp 
Club it is @SSC_VA

You can add a photo that 
will appear next to each of 
your Tweets

Pinned Tweet – always 
stays at top of your 
account until you unpin it



Twitter – An Example of Philatelic Exchange

• Philatelovely. John Simper.

• @Philatelovely

• Country of the Day and A to Z Challenges result in simple online 
stamp exhibits created by collectors from around the world  

• This makes stamps of minimal value far more interesting as you 
search through your random worldwide stamps for ones that meet 
the challenge! 

Digital Philately - Springfied Stamp Club 15



Philatelovely - Country of the Day
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John is in England
Jacquiline is in India



Philatelovely - A to Z Challenges

• The letters (A to Z) may be 
used to highlight a stamp or 
set of stamps from a country 
beginning with that letter, or 
to a stamp featuring the 
theme that begins with the 
letter.
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Smartphone App – Stamp Identifier
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1. Go to App Store on your smartphone 
and search for, “Stamp Identifier,” and 
click open – icon will appear on your 
phone

2. Click Stamp Identifier icon
3. From home page you can 

take a picture of a stamp or 
use pictures from your 
phone

4. Size picture 
and click search

5. Click matching 
picture

6. Catalog numbers 
and/or Colnect

Works well with mint and lightly cancelled stamps



Extreme Philately

• Extreme philately is taking stamps out into the real world and taking 
pictures of them with related imagery, topics, location 

• “Extreme Philately,” was coined by Graham Beck – Exploring Stamps 
Youtuber
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Example of Extreme Philately –
Benjamin Banneker Commemorative
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Conclusion 
• Bringing Traditional and Digital Philately Together
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Pat gave 
Kevin a 
duplicate

Kevin Tweets 
about stamp 
and slogan 
cancel

Peter @Stampden 
responds with info about 
cancel, rates, and the ship 
under the bridge

Kevin shows Tweet to 
Pat & David at NAPEX

Who is Peter?
Australian living in Japan;
Had cover story for February 
2021 American Philatelist

Traditional Non-Traditional



Conclusion

• Use Digital Philately to engage with new and younger philatelists

• Enable learning and sharing between traditional and digital 
philatelists

• Leverage the benefits of both traditional and digital philately to grow 
the hobby! 

• Challenge to SSCVA – we are in the National Capital region so let’s 
create an extreme philately gallery

Digital Philately - Springfied Stamp Club 22


